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Welcome also to an old member: 
Ken Graybill—-40 continuous years with BHS.  
He says he has pictures of a Bookcliff perform-
ance at  one of the early (if not the 1st) JUCO 

baseball tournament.  
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by Dave Woodward 
 Greetings Fellow Barbershoppers and welcome to the rein-
stated Bookclef Bulletin.  Hats off to Carroll Owen for his offer to 
take over as Editor.  I t has been a little over a year since the last 
issue and it is a very important method of communicating to the 
membership and friends of the chorus.  Carroll was Editor for a num-
ber of years and so is well suited to take the reins of the Bulletin.  
Since his tenure as Editor the technology has changed so that he will 
be able to produce an email version with only a few paper copies to 
those members who have not graduated to the 21st Century.  The 
only way this will work is for all of us to contribute 
material to him for Bulletin production each month.  
Thanks Carroll!! 
  As you all know we are quickly approaching 
our annual show on April 19.  Dennis Kiefer will by 
setting up teams for ticket sales and Loren and Doug 
will by enlisting help in generating Sponsorships.  
Please step up and volunteer to help in these areas.  Let’s make this 
the best show ever and continue to let the Grand Valley know we are 
a viable member of the Musical Arts Community.  Watch your email 
for other communications including performance schedules and 
other activities the Chorus is involved in. 

Welcome to our  new member:  
Aaron T. Jenkins 
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Apr.  7            Board Meeting 6:30pm  
         United Country Realty          
  300 Main St.  
 
Apr. 4-5          Chorus &Quartet Coach-                                  
  ing    By: Rod Sgrignoli             
4th 7pm-9pm Chorus  & Quartets needed           
5th  9am-12    Chorus Coaching 
5th 1pm-4pm  Quartet  Coaching  
                     
Apr. 19            Bookcliff Annual Show 
 
Apr. 25-27 RMD Spring Convention 
                        Longmont, CO (venue,  
  Vance Brand  Civic         
   Auditorium)  
 
May 10            Sing for life                         
 
June 30 Youth Camp,  
                         Holy Family School 
  Time: 12:01P.M. –7:00P.M. 
  
Jun. 30-Jul. 5  BHS Society International 
  Convention Nashville, TN 
 
Jul. 18-19        Silverton Music Festival              
  (venue Silverton School) 
     
Sept. 26-28      Fall Convention 
                         Colorado Springs, CO 
                         (venue, Pikes Peak Center) 

           
  Birthdays:  
Mar. 10           Jack Cronkhite 
Mar. 16           Mark Shoberg  
Apr. 15           Dave Herbst 
Apr. 17           Clarence Fuerborn 
Apr. 20           Bill Dyar 

Anniversaries: 
Apr. 12          Paul & Fran Didier 

Excerpts from the February Minutes    
By Roger McClelland 

   Treasurer’s Report: Roger asked when the annual au-
dit required by HQ was due.  Paul responded the deadline was 
May.   
  Dave introduced Carroll Owen who made his presenta-
tion.  He indicated he was willing to become the publisher/editor 
of the chapter bulletin with established guidelines.  Carroll ad-
dressed the need and requirement for board members to submit 
timely articles.  He addressed distribution format (hard copy, e-
mail and potentially posted to the local chapter website) and fre-
quency.  A lively discussion addressed many factors including 
inclusion of color photos, Hal West’s efforts to update the local 
website, the recently established blog and cautions about appro-
priateness of material included.  
  Music & Performance Report:  Robert reviewed the 
results and main points of the last music committee meeting.  The 
quartet coaching by Rod S. is scheduled for April 4th.  He noted 
that any special music requested for JUCO performance had to be 
identified by March 31st.  Lloyd has the action pending to investi-
gate the parameters of the Fall Convention. 
  Marketing & Public Relations:   Lloyd noted he was 
working closely with Loren on PR and advertising action, that he 
has received orders for 45 singing valentines so far.  He reviewed 
the ads placed in the Sentinel and Free Press.  Dave displayed a 
business related insert that included an ad for the singing valen-
tines to be in the Sentinel on Friday, Feb 8th.  
 Old Business:Status report on Youth Participation and 
forms:  Roger responded that it was pending; coordination with 
Dave Hein’s efforts was needed. 
  Joint event with Sweet Adelines: Lloyd said it was 
moving forward.  SA has a new director. James Werner and their 
organization leadership welcome the idea of a joint event.  No 
specifics were provided. Paul Didier has been asked by Mary 
(head of Bingo coordination) for a roster of our members.  After 
some discussion, it was decided he could forward a “sanitized” 
copy of the roster for her reference. 
   Web master and blog:  Dave mentioned the work and 
dedication  Hal West is putting into the bringing the web site up 
to date. The blog is a new facility and is under development.  
 Robert asked if it could be “pushed”, automatically e-mailed 
with updates as they occurred.  Paul said he was in a similar 
group associated with “birding” and typically there are some con-
figuration parameters available at the user level.  Additional re-
search and information is necessary. 
  Railings on the risers (not included on the agenda)  
Much discussion took place with membership safety being the 
primary concern; cost of making the change was also discussed. 
  Lloyd said he had all the specific information and suggests 
modifying current risers instead of buying new ones.  Paul made  
a motion to authorize Lloyd to make necessary expenditure up to 
$2,000 to get appropriate safety railings for the risers and to at-
tempt to sell the idea of a safety sponsorship to commercial or-
ganizations to off-set the expense.  Robert seconded the motion. 
The motion passed without dissenting vote 

  (Contd.Pg. 4, See Splinters) 
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Director Raisha Quinn 
 Mrs. Raisha Quinn has been a public 
school choir teacher for 16 years. She received 
her Bachelor of Science degree in K-12 music 
from Moorhead State University in Moorhead, 
Minnesota and her Master of Music Education 
degree from the University of Colorado in Boul-
der, Colorado. 
 Raisha  has been actively involved with 
barbershopping since 2001. “Sarah and the 
Guys” was the first barbershop quartet She coached and they 
went on to a first place finish in the Denver Mixed Quartet cate-
gory. She went on to coaching up to 8 quartets per year at Clear 
Creek High School prior to moving to Grand Junction in 2005. 
Raisha accepted the Bookcliff Barbershop Harmony Chorus 
Frontline Director position in November, 2005 and has not 
looked back since. 
 She has directed honor choirs and music camps for 
years. Raisha has coached many choirs and has sent numerous 
soloists to All State Choirs. Her students have received superior 
ratings at many festivals. She has judged solo and small ensemble 
festivals as well as choir festivals. Her choirs have performed for 
“Nuggets”, “Rockies” and “Broncos” games as well as “CU 
Men’s and Women’s” games. Raisha has directed many musicals 
over the years and has been the piano accompanist for many per-
formances. She has taken many performance tours with students 
and truly enjoys being on stage. She has performed as a soloist in 
several large performances including “The Messiah” and the 
“Faure Requiem”. She is a member of: MENC, CMEA, ACDA 
and CEA. Raisha lives in Grand Junction with her husband, Den-
nis, and two children, Nelson and Nolan along with their dogs, T-
Bone and Pork Chop. 

  
 

 AWESOME!!   Raisha 
 Editor’s note 

 February  2008 Raisha attended a CDWI (Choral Direc-
tors Workshop Intensive) training session in Nashville, Tenn. Of 
ten participants, she was one of three (out of ten) to be invited to 
continue training to become a  Certified Director.   
 We are very proud of you Raisha. 
 With all the degrees and handles afforded above, one 
would think no other training would be needed.  
  But you all know how it is with Barbershop singing. 

Assist. Director David Hein 
 Mr. David Hein has been our assistant 
director since 2003.  He received a composite 
Bachelor of Science Degree in Music Educa-
tion from Northern State University, Aberdeen, 
South Dakota in 1964 and a Master of Arts 
Degree in Music from University of Northern 
Colorado in 1967. 
 Dave has been involved in music edu-
cation in the  Mesa County School District #51 
from 1964-1998.  From 1964 to1976 he taught vocal music at 
Palisade Junior/Senior High School and Taylor Elementary 
School in Palisade.  He then taught vocal music at Grand 
Junction High School from 1976-1985, vocal music and 
drama at West Middle School from 1993-1994, and orchestra 
and vocal music at Palisade High School and Mt. Garfield 
Middle School from 1994-1998.   
 Dave was the Supervisor of Music Education for 
Mesa County District #51 from 1985-1993. 
 Besides public education Dave has served as the 
director of the Valley-Wide Volunteer Women's Choir from 
1998-2000, the director of the Men's Choir at the Immaculate 
Heart of Mary Church from 2001-2007, and the director of 
the Celtic Singers from 1997-2007.  

 

By David Hein 

  (committee member of Youth in Harmony ) 

 As part of our commitment to involving 
youth in singing a cappella music, ten of the choru s 
members were involved these past four months in 
singing to vocal music classes in the District #51 
schools.  Our goal to involve students in our show 
this spring has had an initial interest of some one  
hundred four students.  With the exception of East 
and Mt. Garfield, all middle schools and high 
schools have had at least one of their classes in-
volved in this presentation process.  As part of th e 
districts policy on visitors being in the building,  we 
always had to sign in at the main office of each 
building, so even the secretarial staff was wooed b y 
a one or two polecat tunes.  

 Rehearsals for the students will start on 
March 18, 2008.  They will learn “Disney Medley” 
“Teach the Children to Sing” and “Keep the Whole 
World Singing.”  As a follow up, chorus members 
will be asked to phone three or four students who 
have expressed an interest in being part of our 
show in April.  It is hoped that all the students w ho 
expressed an initial interest will be able to atten d 
some of the rehearsals and be on stage with us.  
Wouldn’t that be a spectacular sight and sound?  
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Old Business: 

Uniform Manager STILL needed.  Dave W. agreed to dis-
cuss it with Shirley McGirr. Paul noted that it was a 
much bigger job than simply providing storage space; 
someone with computer skills is necessary. 

 
  Barb Reish has agreed to perform activities of tracking 

birthdates, anniversary dates and getting members ap-
propriate greeting cards.  Roger indicated he could get 
her a selection of greeting cards to use as she sees fit, at 
no cost to the chapter. 

 
 New Business 

Treasurer required activity – annual audit and tax re-
turn.  Lloyd discussed options in getting the tax return 
now required because of the amount of income recog-
nized in 2007.  We are still looking for a qualified cho-
rus member to conduct the audit. 

 
 Membership Two prospective members were identified.  

Paul made a motion to fund Mike’s dues from Chapter 
reserves.  Motion was voted and passed. 

(Splinters)  
 New Business: Peterson Plumbing and coordination 
with the Sweet Ads was discussed.  Roger mentioned the Two 
Chairs Theater Company is also a smaller organization and 
would like to participate in a joint effort. 
   Competition Sept 2008:  Lloyd mentioned that Den-
nis recommended we wait until after the show to begin finan-
cial preparation for the competition trip.  It was suggested that 
we question Rod S. about the tunes we are currently rehearsing 
for their appropriateness for contest. 
  Hosting of a future convention was discussed, led by 
Paul Didier.  He made it clear that it was a major undertaking 
that placed a huge burden on the local membership in addition 
to the need for an appropriate venue.  He concluded he would 
respond to the question from District HQ that we do not have a 
suitable venue available. 

 **** 
 Excerpts from the March Board Meeting 

By Roger McClelland 
                 Secretary’s Report.  Development of Society’s 

website continues. Some problems were discussed by Paul. 
Status of  Bookcliff Chorus: we have 46 members shown, 
42 active, 6 overdue.  Paul reviewed the expected status of 
those overdue and  provided some guidance on reminding 
members of their status. 

                Treasurer’s Report.   Lloyd provided an estimate of 
obtaining safety rails for the risers at $1,486 including 
freight and requested authorization to go ahead with the 
purchase.  Motion  passed without dissenting vote.    Mak-
ing a summary report to Rocky Mountain District was dis-
cussed; Paul committed to making that formal report.  Paul 
thanked Lloyd for his professionalism and extensive work 
on behalf of the Chorus which was echoed by all members 
present. 

  Music and Performance Report.  Position is currently 
vacant Dave W. discussed options and suggestions to find 
someone suitable to fill the vacancy.  Lloyd also noted the 
need for a strong sales effort for promoting show sponsors. 
Dave W. announced he had confirmation of the hotel reser-
vations for our out-of-town guests for the show, the coach, 
the “Standing Ovation” person and the headliner quarter. 

  Marketing and PR Report.  VP of Marketing and 
PR, Loren Roth stated the contact with the various media out-
lets had been made and he is waiting for the last 30 days before 
the show to begin the advertising. (Dave W. stated we are not 
going to the banner on Main Street this year for money and 
timing reasons.   
   Youth in Harmony Report.  Roger described the 
tremendous effort and great results Dave Hein continues to 
achieve in working with the SD 51 music teachers and pro-
grams.  Dave is compiling a list of names and phone numbers 
and has requested help in getting the follow-up contacts by 
phone done in a  timely manner.  Roger mentioned that he has a 
personal goal of getting a quartet of Mesa State College stu-
dents started and requested help/suggestions in pursuing that 
objective.  Roger asked for clarification and suggestions for the 
order of member profiles.  He suggested we start with Ken 
Reish and then both directors.  No objections were voiced.  The 
content was briefly discussed. 

 The Grand Junction, Colorado Chapter had great success 
in their annual Singing Valentines drive this year. 185 Singing 
Valentines were delivered by five quartets. 
 Two Quartets each delivered more than 50 singing Val-
entines, about 20 on February 13 and about 30 on February 14. 
The distribution was as follows by five chapter quartets: 
              Close Harmony—27 
              Four for One—30 
              Grand Valley Four—50+ 
              My Father’s Mustache—26 
             Spare Parts—52 
 We Charged $40 and provided a card, a live rose and a 
small box of Enstrom’s Toffee along with two Valentines Songs. 
 We advertised on the radio and on TV and had posters 
all over town. After expenses the chapter netted $5614. 
A great time was had by all! We even had to turn down some 
requests that could have been filled if we had more quartets, and 
that will be our goal next year...more quartets. 
 

Great Job!!      To the Quartets!!! 
Let’s make it 200 next year. 

What Fun!! 
 

Singing Valentine Stories 
 The stories that come back after Valentine singing are 

always priceless.  Some are humorous and some cause listeners to 
become melancholy, but they all mean that what we are doing is 
really appreciated by the people who hear us.  The following sto-

ries came back from the Grand Junction Chapter quartets:
(Continued on Pg 7, see Valentines)  
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  “Silhouettes of Harmony”.   
(Publisher’s note) How well  do you 
know your fellow Barbershoppers?  
This addition is an attempt to get to 
know each other better.  I will 
feature a different person each 

month providing information about their origins and 
life up to the present date from data  that they have 
been good enough to share. 

By Roger McClelland  
Bookcliff Chorus, the Grand Junction Chapter of the Barber-
shop Harmony Society 
For the year 2007, the Bookcliff Chorus honored Mr. Kenneth 
Reish as the Barbershopper of the Year! Because many of our 
community and membership have not had the privilege of getting 
to know Mr. Reish on a personal basis, I want you to know some 
of the events and experiences that define him. 
I have known Ken for nearly five years now; for a while, he was 
just one of the smiling faces in the tenor section.  Later, I was 
invited into his home and through the social events of the Chorus 
became better acquainted with Ken and Barb, his wife of 57 
years.  The first thing that struck me is how this couple shares a 
common strength and philosophy of life.  In response to the ques-
tion “what does barbershop music mean to you”, Ken responded 
with a typical smile “It’s cheaper than psychotherapy and a lot 
more fun!”  Because music is obviously a very important part of 
his life, I wanted to know more about his history.  Ken is known 
by many folks as “Crash” and laughingly noted that he was born 
just two months before the crash of the stock market.  Barb was 
quick to point out that is NOT the basis for his nickname.  Ken is 
the youngest of the four.  Ken’s father died when he was four 
years old, leaving his mother the daunting responsibility of rais-
ing a family of four children.  They lived in  Stratton, Colorado 
until Ken was 11 years when the family moved to Denver.  Strat-
ton, 150 miles east of Denver, is one of many small towns on the 
eastern plains of Colorado that was home to many who had the 
courage to face those huge challenges. 
Ken spoke with fondness and immense respect of his mother and 
the difficulties she faced.  Throughout our interview, Ken gently 
steered the discussion away from him and quietly focused on the 
strength, courage or kindness of significant people in his life.  So 
much of it revolved around or was connected in a significant way 
to music, much of it instrumental music.  Ken loves music and 
openly shares his experiences with anyone who shows an interest.  
Today, Ken plays a trumpet, sings tenor in choir and a cappella 
environments and writes music just for the fun of it.  Everyone in 
Grand Junction should know that Ken wrote the song “Grand 
Junction, My Home Town” which was adopted as the official 
song by the City Council. 
Despite growing up in ‘the depression’ era, Ken and Barb raised 
3 children.  Today, Ken and Barb have 6 grand-children and 4 
great-grandchildren.  Following graduation from West Denver 
High School, Ken spent 18 months in the US Navy which was 
made possible by his music talent and skill.  He started playing 
the mellophone, a brass instrument very much like the French 
horn in his high school years.  Much of his non-classroom time 
was spent playing basketball, working or making music as part of 

a dance band.  He was selected to attend the Navy Music School 
in Bethesda, DC.  The Navy Band frequently played for President 
Truman who had a presidential yacht tied up across the river from 
the Navy Music School facilities.  He served for a short time 
aboard the USS Yosemite, (AD-19) which was a flagship.  After 
his time in the Navy was cut short by the post-war cut-backs, he 
became a member of the Denver Firefighters organization.  In 
total, he served 36 years as a fire-fighter but had an off-duty acci-
dent; he suffered a compound fracture of his right arm that forced 
him to ‘retire’ until he could again pass the physical.  One of the 
most challenging jobs Ken held as a fire-fighter was as a member 
of the ‘Rescue Squad’.  His squad, one of only two such squads 
in the Denver metro area, answered more than 1,500 calls per 
year which did not include the false alarms. 
Ken retired from the fire department as the assistant fire chief in 
1990.  His involvement with Barbershop figured to be one of the 
few critical factors that persuaded him to retire.  He was a mem-
ber of three different Barbershop quartets.  The first quartet was 
the “Denver Dads” then he sang with the “Blenders” which went 
to ‘contest’ twice.  He stated that it was a very humbling experi-
ence, both times. Today he sings with “Spare Parts” during which 
he proudly displays x-rays of his knees after enduring double 
knee replacement surgery. 
I don’t get any inkling that Ken has retired at all.  He has a full 
schedule of personal activities and community involvement that 
starts early nearly every day.  He has a dream of owning and op-
erating a radio station that would play much of the old music and 
programs popular in the early days of radio.  He mentioned he 
was encouraged not to retire ‘from’ something but rather to retire 
to do something else.  He said he retired from the fire department 
so he could be more active in Barbershop activities.  Shortly after 
he retired, Barb and Ken moved to Grand Junction which was our 
gain and their loss.  I found Barb and Ken very congenial folks.  
They shared many stories of their early years with very interest-
ing detailed descriptions.  I thought I knew them somewhat be-
fore the interview but I really didn’t.  I hope I’ve been able to 
share with you some of what makes them what they are today.  
Ken stated that “truly music is my life” and it is very easy to be-
lieve he and Barb intentionally live in harmony with those around 
them, making real music and humor at every opportunity.  I count 
myself lucky and extremely blessed to have them as friends.  If 
you haven’t really connected with Ken, shake his hand and 
sit with him for a spell.  He is a real gentleman of a rare 
sort who has a talented wife who supports and encourages 
his barbershop hobby. 

Did You Know 
 
The highest point in Pennsylvania is lower than the 
lowest point in Colorado. 
 

If you have three quarters, four dimes, and four 
pennies, you have $1.19. You also have the largest 
amount of money in coins without being able to make 
change for a dollar. 
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Excerpts from Feb. Show Board Minutes 
By Roger McClelland 

Poster/ flyers: Available March 4 
Press Releases: By early March 
Tickets: To be available March 11. Two colors (Afternoon & 
Evening) Prices $12 adults, $8 students, $10 large groups  
Guest Quartet:  “Storm Front” 
Afterglow: New Life Church, 1350 N. 7thSt., (Kennedy & 7th), 
9:30pm to ?   Cost $5 per person.  

������������	�
����
��
By Olyn Carlson 

  The Bookcliff Barbershop Harmony Chorus has only a 
few rehearsals until we put on our show.  We will be reading 
through the script, blocking the movements of getting on and 
off stage and figuring out how to enter and exit the Chorus, 
students, a piano, shadow boxes, props (some large) and other 
stage set pieces backstage.  From the technical aspect, it is 
crunch time!  The technical crew only gets dress rehearsal night 
to work out any issues, so your patience and cooperation are 
greatly appreciated. 
  Backstage there will be a crew of Kelly Clingman, 
Dirk Clingman and young members of the Two Chairs Theater 
Company, coordinating what happens backstage.  It will likely 
require more movement back stage than usual, so there will be 
more emphasis on where you stand back stage, enter and exit, 
so that we can safely move around.  Kelly and Dirk are in 
charge backstage during the show. 
   The lighting, again, will be handled by Jamie Ritz.  
The sound will be handled by SNOB Productions.  Video tap-
ing for historical purposes will be done, but a personal copy can 
be obtained from Olyn Carlson, when ready after the show. 
  Friday, April 18th, 2008 is a busy day on stage.  At 
12:00 pm Friday we will need a crew of about 6-8 members to 
set the stage and place scene sets and props.  If you want to help 
see Olyn Carslon.  We will be moving risers, shell, piano, 
shadow boxes, podium, etc. onto the stage.  It requires some 
physical work climbing ladders, lifting, pulling and pushing to 
assemble the stage, and safety is the primary concern, so follow 
the directions of Lloyd Unfred, and Olyn.  We don’t want any-
one injured. 
  Preparation is the key and we are ahead of where we 
have been in the past.  However, I doubt that we will peak too 
early.  On Friday night at dress rehearsal it will be impera-
tive that the directors and people in charge of on stage as-
pects of the show have your undivided attention. There are 
always glitches to be worked out, and that requires downtime 
(just standing or sitting in place), please, bear with us. Details 

will be worked out between now and the show.  Cooperation 
from everyone is greatly appreciated.  The intensity picks up 
from now until the show is over.  Don’t panic!  In the movie 
Shakespere In Love, there is a great line, that is so true.  The 
theater manager is asked, “How will it all turn out?”, as there is 
total chaos leading up to their show.  He simply replies, “I don’t 
know.  It’s a mystery”, but you know, somehow, it always works 
out.  Let’s have a great show! Focus on your part and enjoy your 
time on stage.  It will seem like no time at all and the show will 
be behind us.  Then, we can plan next year’s show. 

By Editor 
 Hal West has been very busy putting interesting and 
needed information on our site.  A big thanks to Hal for his 
good work and effort. 
 Go visit this site. There is information on: 
Home Page—A picture of the chorus singing “My Home 
Town”                                                                                                                           
on their 2007 (actual music included). 
 About Us— 2008 Officers & Directors, shows presented since 
1983, Barber shopper of the year, and a map on how to find us. 
Our Music Directors—a profile of both Raisha & David. 
Quartets—The names of Quartets, each quartet member name 
and the quartet profile. 
Harmony Camp—The 2007 schedule, (2008 will probably be 
very much the same). 
Member Information —2008 Schedule and order of our songs 
to be presented on our 2008 show. 
Links—There are 1296 Barbershop links to various organiza-
tions through-out the country.  Want to visit another chorus 
while on vacation, look it up. This includes “Ancient Harmoni-
ous Society of Woodshedders”, “SPEPSQSA”, “Rocky Moun-
tain District of SPEBSQSA”, “Sweet Adelines International”, 
and “Barbershop Links”. 
Contact Us—President Dave Woodward is listed with his num-
ber and address.  
A counter is also on the site and I am shocked to find only 75 
visits.  Try it You’ll like it!! 

By Lloud Unfred 
Valentines—We have just had our most successful valentines 
ever! Our net proceeds were $5614. This  leaves us in good shape 
for the show which I hope will also be our most successful ever. 
 Five quartets delivered the valentines over two fun 
packed days. There are many stories which most of you have 
already heard. If you have not sung in a valentine quartet, you 
don’t know what you are missing. It is truly the most fun  

(Contd. Pg. 8 See Many Hats) 
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(Valentines) 

First Grade—The best Singing Valentines are the ones that are 
done at the “spur of the moment”. Our quartet , Spare Parts, de-
livered one like that on our February 13th route after singing to a 
first grade teacher in an elementary school in Fruita, Colorado. 
After checking in at the front desk of the school, we were led 
down the hall to one of four 1st grade classes at that school. It hit 
me all at once that I had two granddaughters in that school and I 
should have planned to sing to them while there. After singing to 
the teacher, I asked our guide if she knew what room my 1st 
grade granddaughter was in. It happened that she was just across 
the hall , so we went in and asked if we could sing to her. The 
teacher was very accommodating and said it was ok. She then 
asked the class if any of them recognized any of the men coming 
into the classroom. My Katy raised her hand slowly and said 
“Grandpa”. We moved over to her desk and sang “Let me call 
you  Sweetheart”. She put her hands to her head and looked down 
to her desk and shook as she giggled. When we finished she 
looked up and the girl sitting next her leaned over to her and said 
“I think that’s the Beatles”. We did sing to my 3rd grade grand-
daughter the next day on our next route. She was very reserved. 

Very Young Children – The Grand Valley Four Quartet sang to 
some teachers in a classroom and then one of the teachers bought 
another one on the spot for her daughter and two very young 
grand children who lived a block away from the school.  The 
children were approximately ages one and three.  The quartet 
sang a love song to the mother and then decided to sing the med-
ley that contains “Supercalifragilistic-expialidocious” and 
“Salagadoola-mechikaboola-bibidi-bobbidi-boo” to entertain the 
children.  Later when the grandmother came to see them after 
school the three year was all excited and told her: “Gramma! 
They sang Disney!”  

Machine Shop – The quartet arrived at the machine shop and one 
guy was out front in the reception area eating a sandwich.  He 
asked who we wanted.  We gave him the name and he gave out a 
dirty laugh.  Then he went in the back to get the guy we were to 
sing to.  This fellow was filthy from his work and was covered 
with tattoos, which included three girls names tattooed around his 
neck…one in the front and one on each side of his neck.  None of 
the names matched the name of the girl who sent him the Singing 
Valentine, but we finally spotted her name tattooed on the back 
of his hand.  He was handed the rose, the card and the box of 
candy and then he said “Thanks” and turned around to leave.  So 
we told him there was more and we sang a sweet love song.  He 
got embarrassed and in the mean time the guy with the sandwich 
went in the back and brought out the whole machine shop 
crew.  At that point the recipient turned around and said, “I gotta 
go, my machine is runnin’…”  But we told him there was one 
more song he had to listen to.  All his coworkers started razing 
him while we sang. In the end the guy with the tattoos was gra-
cious and he thanked us...but you wonder what he said to his girl 
friend that night! 

Very Elderly  – The first Singing Valentine of the day for one 
quartet was to a middle aged woman from her daughter.  She was 

very moved and kept wiping tears from her face the whole time 
we sang.  Then she gave us each a hug and asked for our card so 
she could order Singing Valentines for other people.  Apparently 
she took care of elderly people in their homes and she purchased 
two Singing Valentines for these elderly people.  She insisted that 
the same quartet deliver them, which we did later in the day.  At 
the one place there was a man and a woman.  After much knock-
ing and bell ringing the woman finally opened the door.  She led 
us back to a small room where they had been sitting on the couch, 
eating and watching television.  We handed the woman the rose, 
the card and the box of candy.  The man was very feeble and his 
jaw was sagging with his mouth open the whole time we were 
there.  He seemed amazed that this was happening in his own 
home.  We sang two or three songs during which his expression 
never changed, but when we sang “Let Me Call You Sweetheart”  
his facial expression changed markedly because this was some-
thing that touched him.  He began to cry and tears ran down his 
face.  In the mean time the woman opened the candy box as soon 
as it was handed to her and she ate half of it before we were fin-
ished singing.  Later we received a card from the woman who 
bought it for them, to thank us and to tell us that this couple kept 
raving about the quartet and said that they thought we were still 
there...and the melody lingers on... 

Waitress – We stopped for dinner at a restaurant and when we 
were through eating we sang a love song to the waitress.  The 
other waitresses came out from the back and everyone listened 
while we sang to her.  When we finished singing one of the other 
waitresses asked if her husband had sent us to sing to her.  She 
replied sadly that…no, he would never come up with something 
so nice.  She was very moved and told us how much she appreci-
ated our singing to her and that she never had that happen to her 
before. 

School Teacher – Later in the day the Grand Valley Four went to 
a home to deliver a Singing Valentine to a woman as a gift from 
her husband.  Her two grade school age children and her husband 
were present while we sang.  The woman was obviously moved 
and teary.  She thanked us profusely when we were finished sing-
ing.  About two weeks later our quartet was singing in the school 
where the husband was a vocal music teacher, as part of our 
chapter’s Youth in Harmony efforts.  We sang in all the high 
schools and all the middle schools in an effort to invite children 
to sing in our annual show as we have been doing over the past 
few years.  The fellow whose wife we sang to was the teacher in 
this classroom and he said to us: “Boy! Did I ever make points 
with my wife for sending her the Singing Valentine?”  Then he 
asked us the names of the songs that we sang because he and his 
wife were trying to remember them.  Our quartet chose two songs 
from seven different songs that we sang to the various people and 
we had to go through them so he could identify which ones we 
sang to his wife.  Then he wrote down the names of the two songs 
so he could tell his wife.  Obviously he was prolonging the 
“points”. 

(Valentines Contd. See Pg. 8)  
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(Many Hats ) 
experience you will have in music. We need at least one more 
quartet for next year in order to meet the demands of our public. 
Show—The details for the show are coming along nicely. We 
need everyone to sell tickets. Last year bout 50% of the tickets                                                                                                                             
sales came from chapter members. Let’s make this a banner 
year. 
Riser Back Rails—Our riser back rails are on order and should 
be here in a week or so. We need to protect our guys in the back 
row from a dangerous fall.. 

(Valentines) 

Beautiful Tears of Joy—I have been singing valentines for our 
chorus for as many years as we have been performing them, 
over twenty years I’m sure. But this year provided one of the 
most poignant memories I’ve yet to experience. As our quartet 
walked up and rang the doorbell on a small home in our down-
town area, we waited patiently for someone to come to the 
door. Soon the inner door opened and an elderly women looked 
out. Seemingly with dismay on her face, she recognized by our 
uniform what we must be there for, and she suddenly turned her 
shoulders to us, put her hands to her face and began to sob. The 
outer glassed-in– porch door stood between us as she cried And 
I said to her, “May we come in?”    No response, just continued 
weeping with her body turned away from us. It seemed like 
minutes passed by, but was probably only thirty seconds or 
so...and then I turned the doorknob and opened the door 
slightly, thinking that maybe she hadn’t quite heard me. 
“Ma’am. . . We are here to sing a Valentine greeting to you.” 
Still not quite turning to us, she motioned to us to enter. Still 
sobbing she walked almost blindly toward the couch while we 
followed and I gently motioned to the couch, saying, “Perhaps 
you can sit down while we sing to you.”     

Sitting down, she finally sat with her face to us, still weeping 
but with a beautiful smile on her face. We sang our first love 
ballad “Let Me Call You Sweetheart,” and the tears still flowed 
fully down her checks. It was very difficult to sing the song 
purely without losing it, but we pulled it off. We knew from the 
card that the sender was her daughter and by now she knew it 
too, but I’m certain she had known all along. She then told us 
that she had just gotten home from the hospital that morning. 
We finished out second song, and she hugged us as we left, the 
tears still flowing down her cheeks.  

We talked about how difficult that presentation had been for 
each of us, understanding finally the depth of her emotion—the 
sure understanding she must have had of the preciousness of 
this gift in her time of what must have been great stress and 
fear—a true gift of love from her loved one.     

A very strange experience, But most rewarding—As close 
Harmony attempted to deliver  a singing Valentine in the late 
afternoon on the 14th,  we were asked to come back as every-
one had not yet arrived.  So we obliged them and returned a 
half hour later. Upon entering the house there was a crowd of 
(family I think) standing around to greet us. But there in the 

“Spare Parts” 

middle of the room was a lady lying in a hospital type bed with 
the head of it raised.  My impression was that she must have 
had a severe stroke. Her eyes were closed, her mouth was 
drawn  and no member of her body moved.  The family was 
overjoyed to have us there. As we sang our 1st song, there was 
no noticeable response from her.  

Then it happened, as we sang “Let Me call You Sweetheart” 
her eyes suddenly opened and we knew that we had reached out 
to her. The family was overjoyed. I think this is the most diffi-
cult Singing Valentine I have ever helped to sing. 

We had some fun sings throughout the day and ended up with a 
half  hour performance  for the Redlands Lions Club at the Red-
lands Community Center. 

As is our usual Valentines Day Trend, we took the wives out to 
a late dinner at W.W. Peppers. A great day!!!! 

***** 

“Grand Valley Four” 
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2008 Chapter Officers 
President                                Dave Woodward          256-0725     
Past President                         Paul Didier                  242-8643      
Music & Performance VP      Robert Walker             241-2735    
Marketing & PR VP               Loren Roth                  434-1209 
Program VP                            Dennis Kiefer              243-8908 
Youth in Harmony VP           Roger McClelland       256-0619 
Chapter Development VP      Hal West                      243-7958    
Treasurer                    Lloyd Unfred               314-7202 
Secretary                                 Roger McClelland       256-0619                                                                                                                      
Members at large:                   Doug  Beyer                243-3679 
                                  Leland Griffin              245-2253 
———————————————————————— 

Music Directors 
  Raisha Quinn........................................................….242-2831 
  Assistant: Dave Hein................................................ 242-7413 
 
————————————————————————— 

Other Positions 
Attendance                              Paul Didier                  242-8643 
Learning CDs                          Lloyd Unfred              314-7202 
Music Librarian                       Hal West                     243-7958 
Performance Coordinator        Ken Reish                   263-4462 
Quartet Activity                       Lloyd Unfred              314-7202 
Refreshments                           Allan Miles                 858-0705 
Show Chairman                       Lloyd Unfred              314-7202 
Valentine Chair                        Lloyd Unfred             314-7202 
Webmaster                               Hal West              243-7958 
—————————————————————
- 

Section Leaders   
Tenor Section                           Ken Reish                263-4462 
Lead Section                             Olyn Carlson           434-5929 
Baritone Section                        Dave Hein              242-7413 
Bass Section                              Dennis Kiefer         243-8908   
————————————————————————— 
       
Bookcliff Chorus Meets at 7:00 pm every Tuesday  night at 
the Holy Family School, 786 26 1/2 Rd. Grand Junction, CO  

from 7:00 p.m. till 9:30 p.m. 

Chapter  Quartets: 
Close Harmony:  

(Registered) 
    Contact: Carroll Owen 

242-1212 
—————————— 

Grand Valley Four 
(Registered) 

  Contact: Dave Hein                                      
242-7413 

——————————— 
Spare Parts Harmony 

(Registered) 
 Contact: Ken Reish 

  263-4462 
—————————————————————- 

Four for One 
Contact: Dennis Kiefer 

243-8908 
—————————————————————- 

Mixed Messages 
Contact: Lloyd Unfred 

314-7202 
———————–——-———————————- 

My Father’s Mustache 
Contact: Roger McClelland 

256-0619 
—————————————————————- 

Editor/Publisher      
Carroll Owen    242-1212 

145 Sundance Dr.  
Grand Jct., CO 81503   

e-mail crlptow@msn.com 
 
   

Next Bulletin   Deadline for 
Info:  April 14 

 


